Body Contour for Radiotherapy SIR,-To compute isodose plans ( Fig. 1 ) for radiographers to give treatment to a patient with a tumour, the physicist requires an outline of the body contour in the plane of the tumour. For many years these outlines have been recorded with the help of flexible metal strips' or jigs cut '-1 80 20 laboriously in cardboard. Recently, there have been described elaborate electrical devices for achieving this end, using either a moving "dip-stick"2 or a light and television arrangement.3
The Temco Formulator is designed to record shapes or outlines, and is a rather simpler and more portable instrument for recording these outlines than these other devices (Fig. 2) 
Diagnosis of Pulmonary Embolism
SIR,-In her article on the diagnosis of pulmonary embolism (27 June, p. 773) Dr. Celia M. Oakley states that lung scanning cannot be used in the diagnosis of the sudden emergency. The first reason given is that the time taken to prepare the radioisotope labelled macroaggregates of human serum albumin (H.S.A.) is half to one hour. This is true for technetium but not where 1311 is used. Because of its slower half-life, it is possible to have supplies of 1311-labelled macroaggregates of H.S.A. available for immediate use in any centre where routine lung scans are being regularly performed. The second reason given is the need for posturing and co-operation of the patient. Ideally he should be lying flat at the time of injection and during the scanning procedure, but this is not essential in the detection of gross abnormalities such as are found following massive pulmonary embolism. However, it is necessary to use a scanner, the scanning plane of which can be tilted.
In this hospital we use a Scintiscanner (NE 8270, Nuclear Enterprises Ltd.), which is mounted on wheels and can be easily moved to the patient's bed-side within five minutes. A formal anterior lung scan can be done in ten minutes, but where the patient is restless or there is extreme urgency gross impairment of perfusion can be detected within two to three minutes by manually operated passage of the scanner over both lung fields. Hence it is possible to obtain a result within 15-20 minutes.
Lung scanning can thus be used as a preliminary screening investigation in the diagnosis of massive pulmonary embolism, especially in circumstances where pulmonary angiography is not readily available. Abortions are largely the result of three failures of the health professions and governments-that is, failure to provide all women of child-bearing age and their consorts with detailed accurate information about methods of conception control; failure to provide free and readily available conception control methods for all women of childbearing age and their consorts; and failure to devise methods of conception control which are both failure proof and fully acceptable to sexually active partners.
Since such a Utopia of conception control is in the far distant future, we have sought new ways of reaching large numbers of women with conception control methods at minimal cost. The New York City Department of Health in the past year has selected, trained, and assigned 75 women who are the peers in every way of those they counsel as family planning counsellors to 26 voluntary and municipal hospitals. These counsellors discuss family planning methods with women of childbearing age hospitalized for delivery, abortion, or other reasons. Over 3,000 women per month are currently interviewed, and 91 %/,, request initiation of a conception control method prior to hospital discharge. Most of the women state that they have not previously discussed family planning except with neighbours or friends. The Pill, the I.U.D., and tubal ligation are the methods desired by 86 %. Follow-up family planning appointments are made in the hospital family planning clinic or in one of the 28 Department of Health family planning clinics. We believe these intensive in-hospital efforts will prevent many future unwanted pregnancies.
We endeavour to counsel abortion patients during the medical evaluation visit prior to
